
NATO
I N S U R A N C E  F O R  P E A C E

UNITY IS STRENGTH

Peace can only be assured by m ain ta in ing  the streng th  
and  unity  of the democra tic  coun tries on both sides of th e  
Atlantic. The failure by governm ents between the  two 
world  wars to co-ordinate th e ir  policies, share  the ir 
resources and stand  together against to ta lita rian  th rea ts  
and aggression was one of the principal causes of the 
1939-1945 war, w hich Sir W inston Churchill has called 
" the  unnecessary w ar.” The forging of un ity  for the  
m ain tenance of peace is the basic aim  of NATO.

DIVIDED the free countries of Europe would be 
unable to resist attack.

TOGETHER and  w ith C anada and  the  United S tates 
of America, we represen t an  overwhelming force for 
peace which no o ther block of countries could risk a t­
tacking lightly.

WE HAVE THE MEN: The population of th e  NATO 
countries in Europe and  N orth America is over 400 m il­
lion. Each m an is the  heir to the freedom s won by 
his forebears. His determ ination  to defend these free­
doms is the  g reatest s tren g th  of the A tlantic  Com­
m unity of nations.

WE HAVE THE NATURAL RESOURCES: The A t­
lan tic  Com m unity is endowed w ith g rea t n a tu ra l riches. 
I t  leads the world in the production of coal, oil, steel, 
iron and atom ic energy.

WE HAVE THE INDUSTR Y : The N orth A tlantic area 
includes the greatest industrialised  nations in the  world. 
Its  workers have the h ighest ou tpu t in the  world. Our 
governm ents acknowledge the  dignity of work and  the 
rig h t of each m an to join w ith his fellows in  free trade- 
unions for the  collective defence of his in terests. This 
is why the peoples of the A tlantic  Com m unity enjoy a 
h igher living stan d ard  th a n  the  populations of the Com­
m unist countries.

WE HAVE THE STR ENGTH: Since NATO’s m ilitary  
organization s ta rted  early in 1951, NATO’s arm ed forces 
in Europe have increased more th a n  th ree-fo ld  in 
stren g th  and effectiveness. We have now about 100 active 
and reserve divisions and  about 6,000 m ilitary  a ircraft. 
We are now strong enough to m ake an  enemy th in k  twice 
before risking a th ird  world war. We are m oreover re ­
solved to s tren g th en  and improve our forces so as to 
convince any poten tia l aggressor th a t  an a ttack  against 
us would end in to ta l failure.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

What Is NATO?
NATO is Short for NORTH ATLANTIC TR EATY OR­

GANIZATION. I t  is an  association of 15 f ree and sover­
eign sta tes bound together by the  N orth  A tlantic  Treaty. 
NATO’s aim s are to preserve peace and  to prom ote 
stab ility  and  well-being in  the  N orth A tlantic  area  (see 
m ap inside). The 15 NATO countries are: Belgium, C an­
ada, D enm ark, F rance, G erm an Federal Republic, Greece, 
Icelana, Italy , Luxembourg, N etherlands, Norway, P o rtu ­
gal, Turkey, United Kingdom, U nited S tates.

Is NATO Only Military?
NATO is more th a n  a m ilitary  alliance: it  is a 

com m unity of na tions w hich have come together “to 
safeguard  the freedom, common h eritage  and civilisation 
of th e ir peoples, and the  rule of law.” T h a t is why, even 
though defence had  to have priority, co-operation  w ith ­
in NATO extends beyond the  m ilitary  into the political, 
economic, social and cu ltu ra l fields.

What Has NATO Achieved?

NATO HAS:

1. Stopped Soviet aggression in W estern Europe by 
building up an  arm ed defence force under cen tra l 
com m and.

2. C reated a com m unity of nations, co-operating  on 
a perm an en t basis no t only in the  m ilitary  bu t 
also in the  political and  economic spheres.

3. Laid the foundations of a common m ilitary  o r­
ganization w hich a lthough not yet s trong  enough 
to g uaran tee  com plete security  is sufficiently  
solid to show the Soviet leaders th a t  they m ust 
th in k  twice about try ing  to achieve world dom in­
ion by force.

4. Convinced the  Soviets of W estern determ ination  
to resist arm ed a ttack  and therefore contributed  
more th a n  an y th ing  else to th e  Russian adoption 

of a more reasonable a ttitu d e  in  in te rn a tio n a l a f ­
fairs.





THE CREATION 
OF COLLECTIVE SECURITY

The Background
At the end of World W ar II all the  victors demobilised 

—except one.
The U.S.S.R. kep t over 4,000,000 men under arm s 

and Increased its arm am en t s production. The fourth  
five-year plan  em phasised the heavy arm s industry.

In  1949, w hen the N orth A tlantic T reaty  was signed, 
the W estern Allies had  only the elem ents of 12 divi­
sions In Europe, Including the ir occupation forces In 
Germ any, which were n e ith e r organised nor equipped 
for war, and 400 frontline a ircraft.

In  1949, the U.S.S.R . had  175 divisions on a w ar 
footing. Of these, 22 were In E astern  European sa te l­
lite countries and W estern U.S.S.R. Russia h ad  also 20,000 
frontline a irc ra ft and  was building a g reat netw ork of 
m ilitary airfields In Eastern  Europe. The U.S.S.R. and 
the  Eastern European countries ware linked together by 
a netw ork of treaties am ounting to a powerful m ilitary  
Alliance. ■

Soviet Strength— Then and Now
Since then  the m ilitary  s tren g th  of the  Soviet bloc 

has grown considerably, for, although th e  Soviet forces 
are approxim ately the same size the ir effectiveness has 
been steadily increasing. Conscription Is for th ree years 
and a rigorous tra in in g  program m e keeps the  troops in 
a high s ta te  of preparedness. Four years ago, of R us­
sia’s 20.000 operational a irc ra ft only h a lf were je ts and
9,000 propeller-driven. Today th is  ra tio  is reversed and 
nearly all are powered by Jet engines. R ussia’s atomic 
weapons and guided missiles have also increased in 
power. F ifteen years ago the  Soviet Navy was the seventh 
in the  world: today it Is the  second largest, w ith  more 
th a n  400 subm arines.

Soviet Expansion
The U.S.S.R. was the  only s ta te  to extend Its te r ­

ritory th rough World W ar II. Since 1939 the U.S.S.R. 
has annexed Esthonia, Latvia and L ithuan ia  and  te r ­
ritories belonging form erly to Poland, F in land, R um ania, 
G erm any, Czechoslovakia, China and  Japan . Russia, 
under the  shadow of the  Red Army, Installed Com m un­
ist régimes in Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, R um ania, 
Bulgaria, Albania, E astern  G erm any and in N orth 
Korea.

Soviet Subversion
The Soviet rulers fom ented civil w ars in G reece, 

China, Indo-C hina, M alaya and Burma. They th re a te n ­
ed Persia and Turkey, Yugoslavia and  W estern G erm any. 
They encouraged revolts and  sabotage in the  newly c re­
ated  republics of the Philippines and  Indonesia and  o r­
ganized and supported In m any countries treason able 
acts disguised as w orkers’, pacifist or n a tiona lis t move­
ments. T heir policy was ‘‘all m ischief sh o rt of w ar.”

Russia violated the le tte r and the sp irit of in te rn a ­
tional agreem ents, e.g. the  Berlin blockade, the  refusal 
for ten  years to sign the  A ustrian S ta te  Treaty, the eco­
nomic pillage of Eastern Germ any.

By constan t use of the  veto in the Security Council, 
the  U.S.S.R. tried  to paralyse the U nited Nations. Russia 
has constantly  talked of ‘‘peace,” bu t “peace” a t Its own 
price, the subjection of all countries to the  Soviet sys­
tem —the peace of the prison or of the grave.

The West Faces Facts
By the  tim e th a t  the  nations of W estern Europe 

realised the ex ten t of Soviet am bitions, the  Red Army 
had  extended its control over th e  g rea ter p a r t of the 
Eurasian land m ass. Europe, however, was no t entirely 
subjected, although there  could be no doubt th a t  th is was 
R ussia’s aim. Otherwise, why did It no t disband its 
175 divisions? And w h a t else could explain  R ussia’s 
h a te  cam paign against the  W est if it  were no t to p repare 
the  Soviet peoples, and  their Com m unist stooges in  th e 
West, for fu rth e r aggression?

The West in Search of Security
The W estern countries were driven to seek security 

by uniting  the ir s tren g th  and resources. In  M arch, 1948, 
France, G rea t B ritain , Belgium, H olland and  Luxembourg 
signed the  Brussels T reaty  and laid the  basis of a Eu­
ropean  defence organization.

These free W estern countries did no t have the  m a n ­
power and resources necessary to defend W estern Eu­
rope. Then, as in the past, the  United S ta tes and C anada 
came to the ir aid and, in April, 1949, w ith the signing 
of th e  N orth A tlantic Treaty, NATO was created.

The Spirit of NATO
NATO is a n a tu ra l alliance. The N orth A tlantic 

ocean is no longer a b arrier between two continents but 
the link between nations sharing  th e  sam e Ideals and 
in terests. Two world wars, moreover, have shown th a t  
a n  a ttack  against one of these nations was a th re a t to 
the security of the whole N orth A tlantic area. T h a t is 
why in Article 5 of the  N orth A tlantic T reaty  the NATO 
countries

“agree th a t  an  arm ed a ttack  against one or more 
of them  In Europe or N orth America shall be con­
sidered an  a ttack  ag a in st them  all; and  con­
sequently they agree th a t, if such an  arm ed a t ­
tack occurs, each of them , in exercise of the  rig h t 
of individual or collective self-defence recognised 
by Article 51 of the  C h arte r of the  U nited Nations, 
will assist th e  P a rty  or Parties so a ttacked  by 
tak ing  forthw ith , individually and  in concert 
w ith the o ther Parties, such action as it  deems 
necessary, including the use of arm ed force, to 
restore and  m a in ta in  the  security of the  N orth 
A tlantic a rea .”

NATO Up to Date
In  1955, NATO was com plem ented by the W estern 

European Union (WEU), based on the  1948 Brussels 
T reaty  now signed by Ita ly  and  th e  G erm an Federal 
Republic. At the  sam e tim e, the  U nited Kingdom  
guaran teed  to continue to re ta in  on the European m ain ­
land  four divisions and  the  T actical Air Force and  u n d er­
took not to remove these forces, except In extrem e 
emergencies, again st the  wishes of the  m ajority  of the 
seven WEU countries.

NATO’S Two Aims
NATO has two aim s: a sh o rt- te rm  security  aim — 

to prevent a th ird  world w ar; and  a long-term  aim — 
to prom ote lasting  political, economic and  social ties 
between the  15 A tlantic  Com m unity countries.

Six years of experim ent and progress have proved 
th a t  NATO’s two objectives are  indivisible. Adequate 
defence depends on political and  economic co-operation. 
NATO’s long-term  com m unity aim s are  developing con­
curren tly  w ith the defence effort. United we shall suc­
ceed In preventing an o th er world war. NATO IS AN 
INSURANCE FOR PEACE.




